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Cast of Encores! Off-Center production of Runaways announced 
 
May 25, 2016/New York, NY—New York City Center today announced the cast of the Encores! Off-Center 
production of Runaways, Elizabeth Swados’ landmark musical about the stories, fears, and fantasies of 
runaway children. Cast largely from an open call attended by over 300 teenagers of “all ethnicities, body 
types, gender identification, and ability levels,” the “wolfpack” of 25, as director Sam Pinkleton 
affectionately calls them, embody the ferocious kinetic energy of today’s New York—just as the original cast 
reflected the New York of 1978. Including ASL interpreters, tattoo artists, transgender youths, unicyclists, and 
Jimmy Page fans, all but two members of the cast are between 12 and 19 years of age. They are: Frenie 
Acoba, Sumaya Bouhbal, Kenneth Cabral, Maxwell Cabral, Taylor Caldwell, Sophia Anne Caruso, Xavier 
Casimir, Joshua DeJesus, Adleesa Edwards, Aidan Gemme, Reyna Guerra, Matthew Gumley, Christina 
Jimenez, Kylie McNeill, Cele Pahucki, Sam Poon, Siena Rafter, Claudia Ramirez, Ren, MJ Rodriguez, Deandre 
Sevon, Jeremy Shinder, Ripley Sobo, Chris Sumpter, and Maxwell Vice. 
 
Meet these incredible individuals here: 
 

 
 
For more info on the cast, visit http://www.nycitycenter.org/Home/Blog/May/meet-the-runaways  
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Tickets, starting at $25, can be purchased online at NYCityCenter.org, by calling CityTix at 212.581.1212, or in 
person at the City Center Box Office. New York City Center is located at 131 West 55th Street between 6th 
and 7th Avenues. 
 

Runaways 
Jul 6—9, Wed and Thu at 7:30pm, Fri at 8pm, Sat at 2 & 8pm 
 
Book, Lyrics, and Music by Elizabeth Swados 
Choreography by Ani Taj 
Music Director Chris Fenwick 
Directed by Sam Pinkleton 
 
In 1977, Swados spent several months observing and interviewing child runaways before shaping their 
stories, fears, and fantasies into a musical. A deeply unconventional work in its day, Runaways feels like the 
funkiest, most heartbreaking mixtape ever to come out of a 1970s boom box, packed with reggae anthems, 
hip-hop, soul-food lullabies, and spoken-word poetry. The Encores! Off-Center production will honor a 
theater visionary who was ferocious, inspiring, and left us far too soon. 
 
Runaways is presented by special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, Inc. 
 
New York City Center’s Encores! Off-Center series has been called “a summer theater highlight” (The New 
York Times). The series presents Off-Broadway musicals that pushed creative boundaries when they were 
first produced. Filtered through the lens of today’s artists, these shows are presented not as historical 
documents but as living, vital works that continue to resonate with audiences. 
 
New York City Center gratefully acknowledges the Encores! Off-Center Founding Sponsors, Stacey and Eric 
Mindich and Stacy Bash-Polley; Leadership Sponsor, Nathalie and Pablo Salame; Series Sponsors, American 
Express, Luigi Caiola and Sean McGill, Andrew Martin-Weber, and the Stephanie and Fred Shuman Fund for 
Encores!; with additional support provided by The Frederick Loewe Foundation, Paula and Ira Resnick and 
Alec Stais and Elissa Burke. In addition, City Center thanks The Howard Gilman Foundation and Lisa and 
Richard Witten for their generous support in establishing the Artistic Innovation Fund.  
 
NEW YORK CITY CENTER (Arlene Shuler, President  & CEO) has played a defining role in the cultural life of the 
city since 1943. It was Manhattan’s first performing arts center, dedicated by Mayor Fiorello La Guardia with 
a mission to make the best in music, theater, and dance accessible to all audiences. Today, City Center is 
home to many distinguished companies, including Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, City Center’s Principal 
Dance Company, as well as Manhattan Theatre Club; a roster of renowned national and international visiting 
artists; and its own critically acclaimed and popular programs. The Tony-honored Encores! musical theater 
series has been hailed as “one of the very best reasons to be alive in New York.” In summer 
2013, City Center launched Encores! Off-Center, a series that features landmark Off-Broadway musicals 
filtered through the lens of today’s most innovative artists. Dance has been integral to the theater’s mission 
from the start — and dance programs, including the annual Fall for Dance Festival, remain central 
to City Center’s identity. Vital partnerships with arts organizations including Jazz 
at Lincoln Center and London’s Sadler’s Wells Theatre enhance City Center’s programmatic 
offerings. City Center brings dance and musical theater to over 9,000 New York City students each year 
through its robust education program, and other learning opportunities are offered to seniors, families, and 
the general public. City Center is expanding its programming beyond the proscenium and activating its 
alternative spaces with pre-show talks, master classes, exhibitions of visual art, and intimate performances 
that give an up-close look at the work of the great theater and dance artists of our time. In October 
2011, City Center completed an extensive renovation project to revitalize and modernize its historic theater. 
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